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NEVELSON CHAPEL RE-OPENING AFTER CONSTRUCTION WITH EXHIBITION
“LOUISE NEVELSON THROUGH THE LENS OF DIANA MACKOWN”

Nevelson Chapel is re-opening after nearly a year of construction. A sustainable 
HVAC system regulating temperature and humidity for long-term conservation of the 
sculptures is now in place. While environmental work will be ongoing to prepare for art 
conservation next summer, the team leading the Renewing a Masterwork campaign has 
prioritized access for the general public, which will be restored on September 15. 

An exclusive exhibition of photographs by Louise Nevelson’s long-time studio assistant, 
Diana MacKown, accompanies this re-opening. From smart composition with a Polaroid 
to formal portraiture, MacKown’s photographic eye captures the public and the personal 
Louise Nevelson. Included among the work are a number of images of Nevelson herself 
in Nevelson Chapel. Presented by the Nevelson Legacy Council and Midtown Arts 
Common, dozens of MacKown’s photographs appear in the art galleries at Saint Peter’s 
Church, 54th Street at Lexington, in Midtown Manhattan. The exhibition is ongoing 
through November 7, 2019.

At home, in her studio, traveling abroad, with pets, with friends, with colleagues —
wherever and with whomever Nevelson was, so often there too, was Diana.  The two 
met over a poker game and established a friendship that would last until Nevelson’s 
death. MacKown’s portraits of Nevelson offer a lasting window into the world of the 
iconic 20th century abstract expressionist sculptor. Included in the exhibition are 
images of Nevelson with Willem de Kooning, with John Cage, and with her longtime 
representative, Arne Glimcher, founder of the Pace Gallery. Nevelson also appears at her 
Spring Street studio, on travels to Mexico, and on the streets of New York City — which 
Nevelson described as a “city of collage” and where she collected the discarded wood 
that she transformed into distinct sculptures painted monochromatic white or black.

A Yale-trained photographer, MacKown did not put down her camera when she became 
Nevelson’s studio assistant in 1963, a role she held until Nevelson’s death in 1988.  
MacKown’s photographs appear in the collections of the Whitney Museum of American 
Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the National Portrait Gallery, London. Her 
volume Dawns + Dusks, conversations with Louise Nevelson was published by Scribners 
in 1976. Her 1982 film made with Rawn Fulton, “Louise Nevelson: Geometry + Magic,” 
was recently remastered and shown at the Whitney Museum of American Art.

Fostering the creative and performing arts is one of the longest continuous mission 
commitments of Saint Peter’s Church. Saint Peter’s hosts a rich collection of sculpture, 
textiles, paintings and fine objects including Nevelson Chapel. Supported by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, the Henry Luce Foundation, family 
foundations and private donors, renewal of Nevelson Chapel — Nevelson’s only 
remaining, fully intact sculptural environment always open to the public — is ongoing.

Some fifty years ago Elaine de Kooning began curating a gallery in the parish hall of the 
“old” Saint Peter’s Church. That tradition continues today in the recently-landmarked 
modern building with interiors by Lella and Massimo Vignelli. MacKown’s exhibition is 
part of a program of rotating art installations alongside Nevelson Chapel, which aims to 
bring contemporary artists into regular conversation with the general public. Galleries 
are open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; call (212) 935-2200 to confirm hours.
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